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SSI to Celebrate
Ten-Year Anniversary

2008 is an important year for SSI 
as it marks our tenth anniversary! 
While our founders had envi-
sioned the formation of a non-
profit for years and had even cho-
sen and registered our name in 
1995, it wasn’t until 1997 that the 
funds to jump-start the organiza-
tion became available. That year, 
Eva Harris received a MacArthur 
Award that not only provided 
public recognition of the technol-
ogy transfer work she, along with 
a group of colleagues, had started 
years before, but the unrestricted 
funds that came with the award 
allowed them to continue with 
the work in a more formal capaci-
ty. And so, in 1998, SSI became a 
reality. Harris and others who had 
contributed to the planning and 
teaching of workshops through-
out Latin America formed the 
founding Board of Directors.  In 
ten years, SSI has come a long 
way. It has grown into a medium-
sized organization with a million-
dollar annual budget, offices in 
San Francisco and Managua and 
a large program in Egypt, a high-
ly involved Board of Directors, a 
supportive Advisory Council, and 
hundreds of collaborators and 
volunteers throughout the world. 
We appreciate the hard work 
of all who have served on our 
Board since SSI's inception and                 
are grateful to everyone who has 
supported us over the years. It is 
with anticipation and enthusi-
asm that we look forward to our 
tenth anniversary and to shar-
ing our successes with you. We 
couldn’t have done it without you!

SSI is assisting the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health (MOH) in setting up influenza virus testing as 
part of a two-year prospective study of the epidemiology of influenza in Nicaraguan children. The 
study, a collaboration with UC Berkeley, will characterize the seasonality, burden and risk factors 
for laboratory-confirmed influenza in children who are currently participating in the Pediatric Den-
gue Cohort Study. It will be the first large-scale study to characterize influenza in Central America 
and is essential to furnish information supporting the need for vaccination and interventions against 
respiratory diseases in the region. The project got off to a strong start, with the Nicaraguan Na-
tional Virology Laboratory setting up both RT-PCR and virus isolation of influenza virus within 
the first few weeks. Previously, the MOH had not been able to isolate influenza virus, largely due 
to a lack of resources, and thus been unable to participate in World Health Organization influenza 
surveillance efforts. Now, the rate of virus isolation in RT-PCR-positive swab samples is over 90%. 
Two grants were recently awarded by NIAID/NIH to support the study and the full-length se-
quencing of all influenza virus isolates, which will provide critical information about the trans-
mission and geographic spread of influenza. The samples that are negative for influenza will 
be tested in Nicaragua for other respiratory viruses such as respiratory syncytial virus, para-
influenza virus, and human metapneumovirus, as well as for unknown viruses in collabora-
tion with Dr. Joe DeRisi at UC San Francisco. This work will generate novel and important 
data about viruses circulating in the region. Special thanks to Aubree Gordon at UCB and An-
gel Balmaseda and Yara Saboría in the Virology Laboratory in Managua for their excellent work!

In an exciting development, our collaborators at SSI-Ni-
caragua have launched a new project in Managua. The 
project, which received initial funding from the Ibrahim 
El-Hefni Technical Training Foundation, emerged from the 
highly successful implementation of information and com-
munication technologies as part of the Pediatric Dengue 
Cohort Study in Nicaragua. The project is an entirely local 
response to the urgent need to overhaul the vaccination and 
prenatal care system in Nicaragua and is tailored to help 
resident scientists and healthcare workers meet this need. 

Nicaragua’s public health system is currently struggling to 
meet the goal set by the Pan American Health Organiza-
tion for 95% vaccination coverage of preventable infectious 
diseases by 2008 as well as the Millennium Development 
Goal of a three-quarters reduction in the maternal mortality 
ratio by 2015. “Current efforts at providing vaccine cover-
age and prenatal care in Managua suffer tremendously from 
a lack of computerized registries and other inefficiencies,” 
says SSI President Eva Harris. “This innovative project will incorporate a number of technologies to 
streamline information flow and accessibility, improve the quality of data along with quality control 
procedures, and reduce operational costs in Managua’s Ministry of Health (MOH) Health Centers.”
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Dr. Mohamed Kohla

Dr. Mohamed Kohla is a scholar from the National Liver Institute at Menoufiya University in the 
Nile Delta region of Egypt. The proud recipient of a two-year competitive grant from the Egyptian 
government, Mohamed is the first research fellow to receive a supplemental scholarship through 
SSI’s Egypt Program. Based at the California Pacific Medical Center (CPMC) in San Francis-
co, Mohamed works as a research fellow in Dr. Stewart Cooper’s Liver Immunology Laboratory. 

How has the opportunity to come to the United States affected your life and career?
In a very positive way. Because I was here without my wife and two sons, I had a lot of time to devote to 
my work, which made my time in the U.S. very productive. I am very proud of the things I have been able 
to accomplish and am happy that my family has been so supportive. I feel very positive about the whole 
experience. I have had a chance to work in a great laboratory and work with some wonderful people, 
including Stewart Cooper and Ed Wakil. I have also had the opportunity to get a great deal of clinical ex-
posure, improve my laboratory skills, and socialize with prominent researchers in the field of hepatitis C.  

What have you been able to accomplish since arriving to the United States? 
One thing that I have learned is preparing outlines and writing scientific papers. I have four abstracts already accepted: two 
in the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases, one in the Digestive Disease Week, and one in the Interna-
tional Liver Cancer Association (ILCA). Thanks to SSI, I was able to attend the first annual meeting of the ILCA in Bar-
celona, Spain, as well as the 58th annual meeting of the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases in Boston. 

What is the biggest difference between conducting research in Egypt versus in the United States?
The availability of resources. In the United States, it’s easier to gain access to the space, equipment, and financial resources that you 
need. In Egypt, those resources are often not available. Bureaucracy and corruption are two other problems that make doing research 
in Egypt more difficult. What I like about doing research in the United States is that people here are really supportive and that there is 
a great deal of scientific expertise. The work that I have been able to do here in two years would have taken me twenty years in Egypt!

Has the experience been different from what you imagined before arriving? 
It was better than expected. The whole experience has been very healthy. I feel very accepted and have been able to be especial-
ly productive. My mentors have been really supportive and have given me a chance to give talks and presentations to colleagues in 
the lab and clinical staff. It has been amazing. I feel very confident. I can freely express my opinion and not everyone has to agree 
with me. We don’t all have to think alike. No one knows everything, which is why it’s important to exchange information and ideas. 

What will be you working on once you return to Egypt? 
We are still working out the details. Currently, I am an assistant lecturer. To get promoted to lecturer, I need to defend my thesis 
and apply for the Hepatology Doctorate Exam. I am hoping to establish a research program at the National Liver Institute at Me-
noufiya University. I plan to continue research examining the immune response in hepatitis C patients in Egypt. We will have to see 
how things go and adjust our plans to fit the reality there. I am very optimistic that I can use what I have learned here back home.  

Nicaragua IT Project.....  continued from page 1

As a first step, SSI’s informatics team, with direct input from MOH of-
ficials, designed, refined, and implemented a new informatics tool, the 
Immunization System Database (SIPAI), to capture data during vac-
cination campaigns and routine immunizations and enable real-time 
analysis essential for sound decision-making. In June 2007, the new 
database was launched and 100% of the Health Centers in Managua 
adopted it after a training workshop conducted by SSI and the MOH. 
Version 2 of the database was implemented in October 2007, and rou-
tine reporting of immunization indices using SIPAI will soon be man-
datory throughout Managua’s MOH Health Centers. Additional tech-
nologies (including personal data assistants (PDAs) for registries during 
vaccination campaigns in the field, unique identifiers for mothers and 
children to enable immediate access to files via the use of barcodes 
on vaccination and identification cards, and global positioning devices 
(GPS) for geo-referencing children’s and mothers’ homes to facilitate 

site visits) are being piloted in two Health Centers with the goal of ex-
pansion to the entire health network in Managua in the next five years. 
“Comprehensive immunization and prenatal care is at the core of 
improved health in Latin America, as in the rest of the world,” says 
Eva Harris. “At SSI, we believe that this can only be accomplished 
with community buy-in and implementation of effective systems. 
As such, the project will be carried out by locally employed Nicara-
guan SSI and MOH personnel.” Key players include Guillermina 
Kuan, M.D. (Director of the Socrates Flores Vivas Health Center, 
base of the PDVI and IT studies), William Avilés (SSI-Nicaragua 
Informatics Director), and Brenda Lopez (SSI-Nicaragua Informat-
ics Officer). The success of the project demonstrates the capabil-
ity of SSI-Nicaragua’s informatics team to implement IT solutions 
to further improve the vaccination and maternal health systems. 
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Latin America Program Launches New Ethics Workshop

 Dengue Cohort Study Extended for Additional Three Years

Nicole Fitzpatrick (left) and Dr. Guillermina 
Kuan (right) present cohort statistics and 

procedures

A girl in the Pediatric 
Dengue Cohort Study during the 

annual sample collection with study gift

Thanks to an extension in funding, the Pediatric Dengue Vaccine Initiative (PDVI)-
sponsored Pediatric Dengue Cohort Study in Nicaragua will now run through De-
cember 2009. In June, the study team revisited the homes of the approximately 3,700 
active study participants to administer participant satisfaction surveys and to re-enroll 
the children for the additional 3 years of the study. In addition to the 3,275 children 
re-enrolled, 466 children were newly recruited to maintain previously established age 
group quotas. During the house visits, 93% of the participants indicated their sat-
isfaction with the study. In July, serum samples from all the study children were col-
lected and are currently being processed in conjunction with last year’s samples to 
complete the panorama of dengue virus infection and immunity during the first 3 
study years, which is revealing interesting patterns regarding dengue transmission.

The study site at the Socrates Flores Vivas Health Center received many renowned visi-
tors this year, including a 4-month stay by Dr. Eva Harris, who spend her sabbatical in 
Managua. The time, experience, and energy Eva shared with the team was invaluable.  SSI 
Board Members Drs. James Larrick and Adil Ed Wakil also toured the site, as did repre-
sentatives of Sanofi Pasteur and collaborators from the Broad Institute. Importantly, we 
were honored to receive a site visit by our PDVI sponsors in conjunction with hosting the 

founding meeting of the Americas Dengue Prevention Board, which was attended by over 30 expert dengue investigators and senior public 
health officials from various Latin American nations (including Nicaragua!), as well as directors of various international agencies (e.g., CDC 
Dengue Branch, International Vaccine Institute) and vaccine and diagnostic companies active in the dengue arena (e.g., GSK, Hawaii Bio-
tech, Sanofi Pasteur, PanBio). Based on the praise received during the visit, we believe that the 
study site left a great impression on the attendees, who were able to observe the study in the field 
and the laboratory at its pinnacle of action during the annual blood sample collection phase.

With dengue currently upon us, we are still climbing towards the peak of the season. Interest-
ingly, a larger proportion of the cases have been severe and have required hospitalization in 2007 
than in previous years, a trend that mirrors an increase in severity observed in our companion 
hospital-based study and may reflect a change in viral sequence or characteristics, a possibil-
ity that is currently under investigation. Computer automation of all the Virology Laboratory 
protocols, inventory, and storage has been completed, resulting in an impressive state-of-the-art 
system that ensures the highest level of quality control. In addition, Celia Machado has mas-
tered the challenging plaque reduction neutralization test and has successfully implemented 
it in Managua, while Tangni Gomez has optimized full-length amplification of dengue viral 
genomes for our sequencing project in collaboration with the Broad Institute. Virus isolation is 
working beautifully, with 100% of the RT-PCR-positive cases processed to date being isolated 
this dengue season. Finally, we are excited to implement quantitative RT-PCR measurements 
of viral load on the new realtime PCR machine, which has now arrived in Managua. Thanks 
to training received from Dr. Jorge Munoz and staff at the CDC’s Dengue Branch Labora-
tory in Puerto Rico, Nicaraguan scientist Yolanda Tellez is ready to put the system to work!

All scientists are faced with ethical dilemmas, and developing coun-
try scientists are no exception. In addition to the issues confronted by 
all investigators, scientists in the developing world are faced with the 
ethical implications of international collaborations and of studies that 
often involve poor and vulnerable populations. SSI saw the need to 
address these issues, so our Latin America Program launched a new, 
highly anticipated, special-topic workshop module on bioethics in col-
laboration with long-time SSI supporter and Advisory Council mem-
ber Dr. Richard Cash. The workshop, entitled ‘Ethical Issues in Health 
Research’, took place from April 19-21, 2007 in Managua, Nicaragua. 
Funded by the V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation, the workshop was a 
collaboration between SSI, instructors Dr. Cash and Dr. Dan Wikler, 
and local organizers Andrea Nuñez, Dr. Jorge Huete, and Mirtha Mon-
terrey. Dr. Cash and Dr. Wikler, both from Harvard’s Department of 

Population and International Health, presented participants with 
a range of ethical dilemmas including: research on human subjects, 
informed consent, genetic research and DNA, and a research study’s 
responsibility to the community. The many interesting case studies 
presented caused lively discussions and made the workshop interactive 
and fun. As a result of the workshop, 15 local researchers were made 
aware of the ethical dilemmas involved in conducting research in de-
veloping countries and were provided with knowledge that will enable 
them to make informed choices and influence local decision-making 
on the ethical issues that affect their research and their communities. 
Because of the success of the workshop, SSI hopes to bring the new 
module to additional Latin American countries in the future and train 
more scientists in the complicated subject of ethical issues in research. 
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Your donation sustains our work. Give online today at www.ssilink.org

 Supporter of the Year: Ibrahim El-Hefni Technical Training Foundation

Thank You to our Volunteers and Donors
VOLUNTEERS. 
Computer support: Mark Cronander. Graphic design: Richard Goodwin. 
Legal services: Fred Dorey (Cooley Godward, LLP). Material aid: Christiane 
Abouzeid, Jenny Berline, Nina Boedekker, Praful Bhusari, Maria DaCosta, Me-
laine Delcroix, Patricia S. Doyle, Nina Dudnik, Jan Dvorak, Richard Eastman, 
Patricia Escobar, Silvio Favoreto, Deborah Greene, Joseph Hesselgesser, Rosan-
na Herrera, Superna Jain, Heather Koshinsky, Denise Lao, Preveen Ramamoor-
thy, Christine Rousseau, and the International Science and Health Network at 
Harvard Medical School. Organizational support: Mary Griggs, Wonderful 
Wright. Scientific consultants: Mitzi Baker, Dheyanira Calahorrano, Norma 
Candia, Daniel Colom, Stewart Cooper, David Corry, Karen Cowgill, Pranav 
Danthi, Julie Deardroff, Eric Delwart, Kathy DeReimer, Jennie Dorman, Kelly 
DuBois, Dianna Edgil, Wayne Enanoria, Jennifer Kyle, Sumi Mehta, Sapna 
Mehta, Wayne Mitchell, Nancy Padian, Charlotta Polacek, Nancy P. Raven, 
Mona Rezapour, Katie Roberts, Luis Rodriguez, Milton Schlesinger, Sondra 
Schlesinger, Katherine Schroeder, Christopher Spitters, Katherine Sturm-
Ramirez, Neli Ulrich, Ana-Maria Xet-Mull. Scientific translation: Victor Juar-
ez Perez, Francesca M. Hopkins. Website: Markus Roskothen

DONORS. 
Major donors: Bruce Alberts, Esther Altschul, Richard Cash, Catherine Han-
ham, Eva Harris, Jim Healy, Ann Colin Herbst, Regis Kelly, Heather Koshin-

sky, James Larrick, Ichiro Matsumura, George McCown, Robert Metcalf, Arthur 
Pardee, Valerie Pierce, Stephen and Elizabeth Popper, Elisabeth Raleigh, Naomi 
Sager, Milton and Sondra Schlesinger, Edmond and Edith Schonberg, Bernice 
Weisbourd. Individual donors: Aaron and Alice Adler, P. Robert Beatty, Thomas 
Carlson, Josefina Coloma, David Corry, James Cronander, Jonathan Cronander, 
Maria Da Costa, Jill Detmer, Stephen and Jen Fortmann, Bill and Leslie Git-
lin, Richard Gosselin, Barbara Gottschalk, Thomas Hall, Ed and Sue Hekman, 
Christopher Henley, Brian Johnston, Robert Johnston, Tina Knight, Barbara 
Krummel, Deborah Lans, Louise Larrick, Stephen LeBlanc, Sally Liska, Joshua 
Markel, Stan and Aida Metzenberg, Zainab Mezban, Barbara Murray, Peter My-
ler, Ronald Niece, Mark and Nancy Pallansch, Marilyn Parsons, Thomas Piazza, 
Ira and Edith Plotsinsky, Robert and Marcia Popper, Ellen Prager, Moses Rifkin, 
John Ritchie, Christine Rousseau, Claude Rousseau, Joan Rowe, Sarah Shannon, 
Kirk Smith, Christopher Spitters, John and Sonya Thompson, Todd K. Thomp-
son, Ed and Lori Wakil, Salih Wakil. Foundations/Corporations/Institutions: 
Autodesk Inc., Editions Limited, Elsevier Foundation, Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund, Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund, Healy/Wilcox Marketing Group, Inter-
national Vaccine Institute, Pan American Health Organization, Panorama Re-
search Inc., Qualcommm Inc., Schaffner Family Foundation, Somagenics, Inc., 
Ibrahim El-Hefni Technical Training Foundation, V. Kann Rasmussen Founda-
tion, World Health Foundation. Material aid donors: Jan Dvorak, Gilead Sci-
ences, Medimmune Vaccines, Rainin Instruments, LLC, UCSF.

Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni and 
his wife Wensley El-Hefni

Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni was a parsimonious man when it came to himself, but he was most magnanimous 
when it came to others. El-Hefni never bought expensive clothes and didn’t own a fancy watch. His 
family had to twist his arm to buy a car that actually worked. He was a self-made business man, who 
discovered that what was most important to him, in the end, was giving a great deal of his money away. 
SSI is grateful to have been a beneficiary of this generosity since 1998, our founding year, giving us the 
support to fulfill a dream of creating an organization to improve public health in developing countries. 

A native of Egypt, El-Hefni received an engineering degree from the University of Cairo and a PhD 
in electrical engineering from Sheffield University in England. It was in England that he met his wife 
Wensley, and together they came to the United States in 1959. In the 1970’s, El-Hefni started his own 
company, Microwave Research Corp., in the basement of his North Andover, Massachusetts, home 
with an initial investment of $3,000. For the next 30 years, he successfully grew his business manufac-
turing components in airplane radar guidance systems and, in turn, employing hundreds of people. 

In 1985, El-Hefni created the Ibrahim El-Hefni Technical Training Foundation (TTF) to fund edu-
cational opportunities for the disadvantaged and further medical research in infectious diseases, par-
ticularly hepatitis C, a disease that he contracted at a young age in Egypt and battled his whole life. Trained as a nurse in England, Wensley 
joined her husband in supporting the foundation’s goals and helping disadvantaged populations around the world. Since her husband’s death in 
May 2005, Wensley has continued to proudly pursue the vision created by her late husband. El-Hefni’s daughter Suzanne Wright, an attorney 
in California, has also become very involved with the foundation her father created. “My father did not believe in hand-outs,” says Wright. 
“He believed that if someone was willing to work hard to advance themselves, he would happily provide the funds for their education if they 
could not afford it. Having lived it himself, he truly believed in the American dream. He knew that for most people, the secret of living that 
dream meant access to higher education.” For that reason, the Foundation has enthusiastically supported scholarships for students in need. 

TTF has made it possible for SSI to support hepatitis-related research in Egypt and to have a presence there as a visible interna-
tional NGO working hard to empower Egyptians to better understand and resolve the complexity of the hepatitis C epidem-
ic in particular. To date, the Foundation’s support in Egypt has allowed young Egyptian scientists to develop research skills, funded 
annual scientific workshops in Egypt, helped Egyptian institutions gain access to peer-reviewed electronic journals and under-
stand how to properly utilize these very resources, and supported a research study on acute hepatitis C with the goal of contributing 
to the development of vaccine-based therapy. Recently, TTF branched into Nicaragua in support of SSI’s new information technol-
ogy project. SSI is thrilled to continue to work with TTF on goals of mutual importance in improving health in developing countries. 
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Instructor Robert Beatty (right) with  
Maria Paquita García Mendoza and 
Carlos Patricio Padilla Rojas in Perú. 

Latin America Program Continues to Train Local Scientists 

SSI Thanks V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation for Six Years of Support
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation (VKRF) for their six years of generous sup-
port. We are deeply grateful to the VKRF for believing in our organization and our scientific capacity building work. Thanks to 
the VKRF, our Latin America Program was able to train more than 500 developing country scientists from 14 countries dur-
ing 21 training workshops in 10 Latin American countries. In addition, the program awarded 7 grants totaling $58,000 and 
sent hundreds of thousands of dollars of material aid to 10 countries. We appreciate the VKRF’s loyal support and are partic-
ularly thankful for the trust and flexibility the Foundation has shown us over the years. Thank you from all of us at SSI and beyond!

2007 was another great year for our Latin America Program. The training cycle got off to an early 
start with a workshop in January on flow cytometric detection of dengue virus-infected cells and 
characterization of immune cells. The workshop, which took place at the Ministerio de Salud in Lima, 
Perú, trained nine scientists from the Instituto Nacional de Salud and was a follow-up to previous 
successful workshops in Perú taught by Nicaraguan SSI instructors: one on molecular detection and 
typing of dengue viruses and another on in-house preparation of dengue antigen for serological diag-
nostic tests. The summer was a busy one for Scientific Director, Maria Elena Peñaranda, with three 
writing workshops: two on grant-writing and one on scientific manuscript-writing. All the work-
shops took place in Panamá and were sponsored by the Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 
(SENACYT). It is our hope that as a result of the manuscript-writing workshop, which trained 12 
local scientists, the number of manuscripts published by Panamanian scientists will increase, raising 
the credibility of local researchers. In addition, the grant-writing workshops, which trained 20 local 
scientists, equipped our trainees with the skills they need to secure support for future research projects. 

Other 2007 highlights include a $10,000 grant given to Dr. Clemencia Ovalle of Bogotá, Colom-
bia, as part of our Small Grants Program. Dr. Ovalle received the grant to study the standardiza-
tion of PCR-RFLP of mini-exons in Leishmania for the diagnosis and characterization of cu-
taneus and mucosal forms of leishmaniasis, after successfully participating in an SSI workshop 
on leishmaniasis and submitting a meritorious proposal about the proposed work. Additionally, in April, a large shipment of materials 
was sent to Guayaquil, Ecuador. As part of our Material Aid Program, we channel surplus scientific equipment and supplies to research 
scientists in the developing world with the intention of creating full-scope laboratories capable of performing high quality diagnostics 
and infectious disease research. A total of 73 boxes were sent to researchers at the Instituto Nacional de Higiene Leopoldo Izquieta Perez.

Board of Directors Represents SSI and Welcomes New Members

Board Members: P. Robert Beatty, Stephen Popper, Christine 
Rousseau (with daughter Ana Elisa), Eva Harris, Josefina Coloma, 
Adil Ed Wakil, Jonathan Cronander, Freya Spielberg, and Subhash 

Vasudevan. James Larrick and Deborah Lans are not pictured.

We were fortunate to receive substantial media coverage about our sci-
entific capacity building work in 2007. Much of this publicity was due 
to a call by the Council of Science Editors to science journals around the 
world to simultaneously publish articles in October 2007 on the global 
theme of Poverty and Human Development. As a result of the Global 
Theme Issue Event, articles about SSI's work appeared in Nature Medi-
cine, Nature Chemical Biology, Nature Methods, and PLoS Medicine. In 
addition, we submitted invited book chapters to “Scientific Approaches 
to Understanding and Reducing Poverty” as part of a volume by the New 
York Academy of Sciences and to “The New Humanitarians” by Prae-
ger/Greenwood. We have received many wonderful responses as a result 
of the articles and thank the editors and reporters for thinking of us. 
Each year, members of our Board of Directors represent SSI and our 
work, and 2007 was no exception. Christine Rousseau presented a 
talk entitled “Sustainable Sciences Institute: A Global Science Col-
laborative” at the University of Washington Bioscience Careers in 
Seattle on March 21. Eva Harris presented SSI’s work at: the Insti-
tute for Global Health at the University of California, San Francisco 
in San Francisco on June 13, the Oxford Conference on Innovation 
and Technology Transfer for Global Health: Bridging the Gap in 
Global Health Innovation - From Need to Access in Oxford, Eng-
land on September 11, and the American Society of Tropical Medi-

cine and Hygiene 56th annual meeting in Philadelphia on November 5.
The year also saw some changes on our Board of Directors. Most no-
tably, we welcomed two new members, Freya Spielberg and Subhash 
Vasudevan, to our Board. In addition, Jonathan Cronander stepped 
down as treasurer and was replaced by Josefina Coloma. We would 
like to thank Jonathan for his many years of dedication and support 
and look forward to his continued input as a member of our Board.
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2007-08 Operational Budget
Total Budget: $1,020,000

Newsflash: Stay Informed

Sustainable Sciences Institute
Contact Information

870 Market Street, Suite 764, San Francisco, CA  94102
Phone: (415) 772-0939, Fax: (415) 772-9059

e-mail: ssi@ssilink.org, website: www.ssilink.org

SSI California Staff 
Maria Elena Peñaranda, PhD

Scientific Director
 mariaelena@ssilink.org

Josefina Coloma, PhD
Program Director

 colomaj@berkeley.edu

Kara Nygaard, MHS
Program Manager, Hepatitis C in Egypt

 knygaard@ssilink.org

Martine Zoer
Fundraising and Publicity Associate

mzoer@ssilink.org

Sonia Noboa
Finance and Administrative Associate

 snoboa@ssilink.org

SSI Nicaragua Staff 
Lic. Mirtha Monterrey

Administrator
mmonterrey@turbonett.com

Nicole Fitzpatrick, MPH
Project Coordinator, PDVI
nicolenicaragua@gmail.com

SSI News Editors: Josefina Coloma, Nicole Fitzpatrick, 
Aubree Gordon, Eva Harris, Kara Nygaard, Maria Elena Peñaranda, 

Adil Ed Wakil, and Martine Zoer.  
Photos: Guillermina Kuan, Jennifer Kyle, Brenda Lopez, and Kara Nygaard

Thanks to all who contributed.

Board of Directors
President: Eva Harris, Vice President: Adil Ed Wakil 

Secretary: Stephen Popper, Treasurer: Josefina Coloma
Members: P. Robert Beatty, Jonathan Cronander, 
James Larrick, Deborah Lans, Christine Rousseau, 

Freya Spielberg, Subhash Vasudevan 

Advisory Council
Dr. Bruce Alberts

Former President, National Academy of Sciences
Dr. Francisco Ayala

Donald Ben Professor, Universiy of California, Irvine
Marcia Barinaga

Contributing Correspondent, Science Magazine
Dr. Richard Cash

Senior Lecturer, Harvard School of Public Health
Dr. Davida Coady

President, San Carlos Foundation
Dr. Donald S. Comb

President, New England Biolabs, Inc.
Dr. Jorge Gavilondo

Leader, Department of Recombinant Antibodies, CIGB, Cuba
Dr. Nap Hosang

Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley
Mr. Ernie Ludy

President, Ludy Family Foundation
Dr. Cristián Orrego

Adjunct Professor, San Francisco State University
Dr. Jody Ranck

Director, Health Horizons Program, Institute for the Future
Dr. Peter Rosset

Researcher, Center for the Study of Rural Change in Mexico
Dr. Milton Tam

Former Technical Director, Diagnostics Development, PATH
Dr. Torston Wiesel

President Emeritus, The Rockefeller University

Are you interested in receiving more regular 
updates about SSI? It’s easy. Simply go to our 
website (www.ssilink.org), enter your email 
address in the ‘subscribe to our electronic 
newsletter’ box, and click on the ‘Go’ but-
ton. You will start receiving our Newsflash as 
soon as the next month starts and a new issue 
is produced. Each month we will bring you 
the latest news about SSI as well as a short 
interview with a person involved with our or-
ganization. As a subscriber and SSI supporter 
we welcome your feedback and article ideas. 
We look forward to keeping you informed!

SSI-Nicaragua Projects
                  60%

       Hepatitis C in Egypt
Training, Grants & Research
                    12%

Latin America Training & Grants
                      9 %

New Projects
        6%

Administration & Fundraising 
                      13%


